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FALL OVERBOARD FROM THE INSPECTED TOWING VESSEL CHERYL STEGBAUER 
(O.N. 568268) AND SUBSEQUENT LOSS OF ONE LIFE WHILE TRANSITING THROUGH 

LOCK AND DAM 25 AT MILE MARKER 241.5 ON THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER NEAR 
WINFIELD, MISSOURI ON DECEMBER 11, 2022 

 
 

ACTION BY THE COMMANDANT 
 
The record and the report of the investigation completed for the subject casualty have been reviewed. The 
record and the report, including the findings of fact, analysis, conclusions, and recommendations are 
approved subject to the following comments. This marine casualty investigation is closed. 

ACTION ON RECOMMENDATIONS 

Administrative Recommendation 1: It is recommended that this case be referred to Sector Upper 
Mississippi River, Marine Investigations for potential Suspension & Revocation against the Pilot for 
violation of Title 46 Code of Federal Regulations Part 4.05-1, Notice of Marine Casualty for failure to 
report a grounding on December 9, 2022. 
 

Action: I concur with this recommendation. U.S. Coast Guard Sector Upper Mississippi 
River conducted an enforcement investigation into the violations identified during the marine 
casualty investigation and took appropriate administrative action against the responsible 
party.  

Administrative Recommendation 2: It is recommended that the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection of 
Sector Upper Mississippi River direct the Third-Party Oversight Coordinator to conduct an audit of 
Sabine Surveyors LTD and Southern Duval, formally known as Southern Towing Company, L.L.C. at the 
time of the incident, to verify compliance with the training requirements under Title 46 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 140.515, internal surveys are being conducted appropriately, and any unsafe practices 
are corrected. 

Action: I concur with the recommendation. U.S. Coast Guard Sector Upper Mississippi River’s 
Third-Party Oversight Coordinator completed an audit of the CHERYL STEGBAUER’s Third-
Party Organization as directed by the unit’s Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection. 

 

                                                                      E. B. SAMMS 
                                                            Captain, U.S. Coast Guard 
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MAN OVERBOARD WITH LOSS OF LIFE ON THE TOWING VESSEL CHERYL 

STEGBAUER (O.N. 5682680 AT LOCK AND DAM 25, MILE MARKER 241.5 ON THE 

UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER NEAR WINFIELD, MO ON DECEMBER 11, 2022 

ENDORSEMENT BY THE COMMANDER, 

EIGHTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT 

The record and the report of the investigation convened for the subject casualty have been 
reviewed. The record and the report, including the findings of fact, analysis, conclusions, and 
recommendations are approved. It is recommended that this marine casualty investigation be 
closed. 

COMMENTS ON THE REPORT 

l. The loss of the deckhand was a tragic and preventable accident. I offer my sincere 
condolences to the friends and family of the deckhand who lost their lives.

2. The investigation and report contain valuable information which can be used to address the 
factors that contributed to this marine casualty and prevent similar incidents from occurring in 
the future.
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ander, U.S. Coast Guard 
Chief of Prevention, Acting 
Eighth Coast Guard District 
By Direction 
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MAN OVERBOARD WITH LOSS OF LIFE ON THE TOWING VESSEL CHERYL 
STEGBAUER (O.N. 568268) AT LOCK AND DAM 25, MILE MARKER 241.5 ON THE 

UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER NEAR WINFIELD, MO ON DECEMBER 11, 2022 
 
 

ENDORSEMENT BY THE OFFICER IN CHARGE, MARINE INSPECTION 
 
 
The record and the report of the investigation convened for the subject casualty have been 
reviewed. The record and the report, including the findings of fact, analysis, conclusions, and 
recommendations are approved. It is recommended that this marine casualty investigation be 
closed. 
 
 

ENDORSEMENT ON RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 

Administrative Recommendation 1: It is recommended that this case be referred to Sector 
Upper Mississippi River, Marine Investigations for potential Suspension & Revocation against 
the Pilot for violation of 46 CFR §4.05-1, Notice of Marine Casualty for failure to report a 
grounding on December 09, 2022. 
 

Endorsement:  I concur with this recommendation. Possible failure to report a marine 
casualty is a serious offense and a basic requirement of both vessel operators and marine 
employers. When failing to report these incidences, it limits the U.S. Coast Guard’s 
ability to work with the maritime industry to correct and prevent future incidences from 
occurring.    
 
Action:  Direct Marine Inspectors and Marine Casualty Investigators within the 
Prevention Department to outreach and educate industry personnel on proper marine 
casualty reporting requirements. In addition, the Marine Investigations Division shall 
evaluate this case for Suspension and Revocation and follow up as appropriate. 

 
Administrative Recommendation 2:  It is recommended that the Officer in Charge, Marine 
Inspection of Sector Upper Mississippi River direct the Third-Party Oversight Coordinator to 
conduct an audit of Sabine Surveyors LTD and Southern Devall, formally known as Southern 
Towing Company, LLC at the time of the incident to verify compliance with the training 
requirements under 46 CFR 140.515, internal surveys are being conducted appropriately, and 
any unsafe practices are rectified. 
 



ii  

Endorsement:  I concur with the intent of this recommendation.  
 
Action:  I direct attendance of SOUTHERN DEVALL LLC’s next mid-period company 
management audit by SUMRs’ Third-Party Oversight Coordinator (TPOC), as an audit 
observer. Prior to the audit, SUMR’s TPOC should contact Owner / Managing Operator 
(OMO)’s Third Party Organization (TPO), Towing Vessel Inspection Bureau (TVIB), to 
discuss outstanding concerns that were not addressed during the OMO’s internal audit 
subsequent to the casualty, further outlined in the ROI’s findings. During the audit, the 
OMO’s TSMS elements should be sampled as they relate to internal surveyor and auditor 
training/experience review, verifying mariner credentials and documentation, marine 
casualty reporting requirements, drug and alcohol testing policy and procedures, crew 
training for TSMS compliance and new hire shadowing assignments.  The direct TSMS 
elements to be focused on relating to the outstanding concerns above include 46 CFR 
138.220 (a) - Administration and Management Organization; 138.220(b) - Personnel; 
138.220 (c) - Verification of vessel compliance; and 138.220 (d) – Compliance with this 
subchapter.   
 

 
 
 

A. R. BENDER  
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard 
Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection 
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MAN OVERBOARD WITH LOSS OF LIFE ON THE TOWING VESSEL 

CHERYL STEGBAUER (O.N. 568268) AT LOCK AND DAM 25, MILE MARKER 241.5 

ON THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER NEAR WINFIELD, MO ON DECEMBER 11, 2022 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

In the midaftemoon on December I I ,  2022, the U.S. flagged inspected towing vessel (ITV) 
CHERYL STEGBAUER was locking through, up bound, at Lock and Dam 25 on the Upper 
Mississippi River (UMR) at mile marker (MM) 241.5 near Winfield, MO, when Crewmember 3 
fell overboard. 

The CHERYL STEGBAUER was pushing 02 loaded tank barges (CF-I 02-T, O.N. 502773 and 
A-1, O.N. 699680) upriver in tandem at Lock and Dam 25. After entering the lock, Crewmember 
I and Crewmember 2 were responsible for breaking tow and securing the barges port side to the 
lock wall. Crewmember 3, while still learning his new deckhand position, shadowed
Crewmember 2 in these operations. After the 02 barges were secured via bow and stern lines,
Crewmember I reported to the bow line on the barge CF2-102-T while Crewmember 2 and
Crewmember 3 were responsible for breaking the CHERYL STEGBAUER from the tow at the

stern end of barge A-1 and securing the towing vessel via a single working line from the port bow 
of the towing vessel to the starboard side of the A-1. This arrangement positioned the CHERYL 
STEGBAUER at a slight angle, commencing from the port bow corner and widening towards the 
stern. This single line also allowed for natural drift and movement of the CHERYL
STEGBAUER.

After Crewmember 2 and Crewmember 3 secured the CHERYL STEGBAUER with the working 
line, Crewmember 2 instructed Crewmember 3 to remain on the CHERYL STEGBAUER while 
Crewmember 2 returned to man the stern line of the A-1. Crewmember 3 asked to follow along to 
learn and Crewmember 2 obliged. Crewmember 2 crossed from the port bow of the CHERYL 
STEGBAUER onto the A-1 and waved to Crewmember 3 to step over onto the barge. In his 
attempt to cross over to the barge, Crewmember 3 fell overboard into the water between the 
angled opening of the CHERYL STEGBAUER and A-1. Crewmember 2 immediately attempted 
to pull Crewmember 3 up onto the deck. 

The drifting motion of the CHERYL STEGBAUER resulted in Crewmember 3 being crushed 
between the port bow of the CHERYL STEGBAUER and A-1. Crewmember 3 then lost 
consciousness. While he held onto Crewmember 3, Crewmember 2 used his free hand to report 
the man overboard to the Pilot who sounded the General Alarm and made emergency calls. 
Crewmember I heard this radio report and made his way aft to Crewmember 2 and Crewmember 
3 to assist. 
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MAN OVERBOARD WITH LOSS OF LIFE ON THE TOWING VESSEL CHERYL 

STEGBAUER (O.N. 568268) AT LOCK AND DAM 25, MILE MARKER 241.5 ON THE 

UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER NEAR WINFIELD, MO ON DECEMBER 11, 2022 

INVESTIGATING OFFICER'S REPORT 

1. Preliminarv Statement

1.1. This marine casualty investigation was conducted and this report was submitted in 
accordance with Title 46, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Subpart 4.07, and under the 
authority of Title 46, United States Code (USC) Chapter 63. 

1.2. No other organizations assisted in this investigation. 

1.3. The owner/operator of the CHERYL STEGBAUER, Southern Towing Company, L.L.C. 
was designated as a Party in Interest to this investigation. 

1.4. All times listed in the repo11 are in Central Standard Time, using a 24-hour format, and 
are approximate. The Incident Investigation Activity Number is 7608546. 
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